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COPY 6 August 1938
ANNUAL MEETING
The Lake Shore Athletic Club, Chicago, has been selected as 
the place inhere the annual meeting will be held on September 17th. 
Those members who attended our meeting in 1935 will remember it as 
a delightful place on the shore of Lake Michigan.
It is tentatively planned to have a short meeting on Saturday 
morning devoted to the new auxiliary organization - The American 
Society of Women Accountants. At this time the formal organization 
of the Indianapolis Chapter as the first chapter of this society 
will take place. Mrs. Ida Broo has been very busy with the forma­
tion of this chapter and a number of the women will attend not only 
this morning meeting but will remain for our banquet.
Luncheon will be held at the Lake Shore Athletic Club followed 
by the business meeting.
At our banquet in the evening the speaker will be one of our 
own members, Gertrude Priester of New York City. She holds the de­
gree of BCS from New York University and is Assistant Treasurer of 
The Authors League of America, Inc. Recently she spoke before the 
New York Society of Certified Public Accountants. Her topic will 
be "Experiences of Women in the Accounting Profession", and she 
will cover several of the problems and some of the experiences of 
women accountants.
We urge all of our members to come to Chicago on September 
17th if at all possible for them to do so. But whether you come or 
not, we would like to receive any ideas for discussion which you 
think should be presented to our members. Kindly send them to our 
Secretary, Mary C. Gildea, 767 First National Bank Building, 
Chicago, Illinois.
REPORT ON MOUNTAIN STATES CONFERENCE 
By H. Claire Haines
The first regional conference of the American Institute of Accountants 
was held at Salt Lake City, Utah, May 31 and June 1, 1938, nine Western 
State Societies and the American Institute cooperating. Among nationally 
known men who spoke at the conference were Clem W. Collins, President of 
the Institute, George P. Ellis, Chairman Committee on Governmental Account­
ing of the Institute, and Orval W. Adams, President of the American Bankers 
Association. Other prominent men who came from a distance were J. William 
Hope, president, Connecticut Society of C. P. A’s., Carman G. Blough, Chief 
Accountant, S. E. C., Washington, D. C., Norman L. McLaren of San Francisco, 
and a number of others.
Among the subjects discussed were competitive bidding, municipal ac­
counting and finance, the revenue act of 1938, accounting requirements of 
the S. E. C., government fiscal policies, and other timely topics of partic­
ular interest to accountants of this section of the country such as problems 
of depletion. The more important papers will no doubt be printed in full in 
the Journal of Accountancy, and a transcript of the proceedings of the con­
ference will be made available to members of the Institute and others who 
are interested.
The attendance at the conference exceeded the expectations of the ar­
rangements committee and it was necessary to transfer the sessions to rooms 
with double the capacity of those originally engaged. Approximately 135 
registered and there were many more who attended some of the sessions as 
guests of the members. 240 attended the banquet which closed the session. 
Keen interest was expressed in all of the discussions. The papers presented 
were of a very high quality and I recommend that you read them when they are 
printed. The conference was acclaimed as successful as the larger Institute 
conventions, and had an additional advantage in that the groups were smaller 
permitting members to become better acquainted with one another.
Much to my regret I was the only woman registered, although one other 
woman attended some of the sessions. She is working with her father who is 
a C.P.A. and is preparing for the examinations. It takes a lot of courage 
for one or two lone women to barge into a meeting composed entirely of men. 
Some of the men at this conference called me a lone wolf but I assure you 
I felt much more like a lone lamb. I believe, however, that we miss a great 
deal if we do not belong to our state societies and the Institute, and if we 
do not get out and mingle with the members of our profession. If we do not 
manifest publicly our interest in the same subjects that interest the men, 
they are apt to overlook the fact that we know something about those things 
as well as they do. At this conference as at the Institute convention in 
1934 a man made a remark to me that indicated clearly that he thought I 
couldn’t possibly be interested in or understand the discussions; - and I 
wondered what on earth he thought I was there for. There are still men who 
think we got our certificates by a slip of the wrist or other accident, and 
it is these few who embarrass us, or at least try to. On the other hand, a 
majority of our colleagues are quite willing to treat us as we wish to be 
treated - simply as fellow members of the same profession.
Women and Banking
Like Accounting, Banking has been a difficult field for women to 
invade but once an entrance was made, natural aptitudes soon gained 
recognition for woman’s ability, for Banking as a widely diversified pro­
fession furnished a fertile field for her equally diversified talents. 
Notable progress that has been made even in the short space of two decades 
is evidenced by the fact that there are today more than 3000 bank women 
executives, many with distinct achievements to their credit in each of the 
many phases of Banking - organization work, public relations, advertising, 
chief executives, Trust and bank management.
One of the outstanding women among bank executives is Miss Mary Vail 
Andress, Assistant Cashier of The Chase National Bank of the City of New 
York, who has to her credit besides a distinguished service record in New 
York, organization of two foreign offices, one last year in London for 
The Chase National Bank and another many years ago in Paris for a former 
banking connection. Miss Andress was the first woman to receive the Dis­
tinguished Service Medal which was awarded her for meritorious service with 
American Red Cross during the World War,
Miss Grace Stoermer, Assistant Vice President of the Bank of America, 
Los Angeles, was a prominent figure in political circles on the West Coast 
before entering banking where she has gained further prominence in public 
relations.
In bank advertising Miss Opal Sweazea, Advertising Manager of the 
Mississippi Valley Trust Company, St, Louis, has made an enviable reputation 
for herself as well as her bank, which is one of the outstanding Middle West 
banks. Not only is she prominent in banking but in advertising and civic 
circles of her city and in the American Association of Advertising Clubs and 
in the Financial Advertisers Association of America.
Not even the office of President has been wholly elusive to women. 
Mrs. Mary G. Roebling, long prominent in civic and welfare work in New Jersey, 
was two years ago elected President of The Trenton Trust Company, Trenton, 
New Jersey, which she actively serves as chief executive. There are four 
other women presidents in the country.
Perhaps more widespread official recognition has been gained by women 
in Trust work than any other phase of banking on account of inherent charac­
teristics which especially qualify them for handling with sympathetic under­
standing the many human problems Trust services involve. On the West Coast, 
Mrs. Jennie Taylor, Assistant Trust Officer of the Bank of America, San Fran­
cisco, who had previously established herself in the legal profession, and 
Miss Mildred Roberts, Assistant Cashier of the Citizens National Trust and 
Savings Bank, Los Angeles, are among the leaders in that phase of Banking. 
Throughout the country there are countless numbers of women Trust Officers 
and Assistant Trust Officers.
Outstanding in bank operations is Miss Susan B. Sturgis, Assistant 
Branch Manager, The First National Bank, Boston.
One of the most interesting figures among bank women executives is 
an attractive young Chinese woman, Miss Dorothy Gee, Manager of the Oriental 
Branch, Bank of America, San Francisco, whose rare ability is evidenced 
by the fact her branch weathered the depression without the loss of a single 
loan.
Miss Anne Houstoun Sadler, Assistant Secretary of Bank of the Manhattan 
Company, New York City, is President of the Association of Bank Women, an 
organization of bank women executives, which has made notable contribu­
tions to progress of women in banking.
The National Women’s Committee of the American Institute of Banking 
has accomplished much, also, in stimulating interest of bank women in educa­
tional courses in banking and related subjects offered by the Institute, and 
encouraging preparedness for positions of greater responsibility and trust. 
The present Chairman is Miss Lucile Thornton, Federal Reserve Bank, Omaha, 
Nebraska.
In the tremendous power and influence of women in the financial world 
and their increasing importance in the economic structure of the country, 
there is every evidence that in years to come they will be found in even 
greater numbers among the group of executives guiding the destinies of the 




The First National Bank of Atlanta, 
Atlanta, Georgia.
July 20, 1938.
Miss Ethleen Lasseter, author of the above article and a 
member of our Society, is associated with The First National 
Bank of Atlanta, Georgia, devoting her time to the Operating 
Division, surveying different departments of the bank and 
studying equipment and supplies used and available. Before 
this she served the bank for a number of years as Manager of 
the Analysis Department. She has been active in the work of 
the American Institute of Banking and served as Chairman of 
the National Women’s Committee. She has attended many of their 
annual conventions and spoken before several of its conferences.
DIRECTORY
Miss Nellie E. Clark, 364 Mildred Avenue, Syracuse, New 
York, has recently been appointed Chief Clerk at the Head 
Office of the Pierce Butler Radiator Corporation, in charge 
of accounting and office management. Her business address 
is 701 Nichols Avenue, Syracuse, N. Y.
Miss Ethleen Lasseter, (see above) resides at 395 
Altoona Place, S. W., Atlanta, Georgia.
